
Get to know the Humble King.

Tapestry Vineyard Church
tapestry-church.org

Sundays, 10 AM  
Christmas Eve, 8 PM

We’re the church that meets at Firefly Coffee.
(Coffee Bar open 9:15-9:45 AM)

Where we laugh freely, serve boldly, love deeply!



2019 Elko New Market 
Community Advent Calendar:

A Humble Christmas





The word “humility” comes from the root word “humus” or “earth.” It lit-
erally speaks of being “on the ground” or even “of the ground.” Words like 
lowly, modest, small, meek all enhance the meaning of the word.

Humility is a correct understanding of ourselves - neither too high nor too 
low. It has a way of keeping us as aware of our great frailty as we are of our 
great strength. 

For most of us, lessons in humility usually come at a cost. We are embar-
rassed when we suffer a great failure though we had absolutely convinced 
ourselves - and others - we had only sunshine and rainbows ahead of us. 

What happens inside of us when humility comes into our lives? The way we 
see the world is transformed. Arrogance gives way to humble confidence, 
and pride gives way to a quiet trust in Grace, rather than in our own abili-
ties and talents, to carry us forward. 

And through all our transforming lessons, we somehow learn to elevate 
others above ourselves, to serve others with our gifts, and to truly see oth-
ers as the immeasurably magnificent treasures they really are.

This Christmas season, we invite you - our friends and neighbors in Elko 
New Market - to reflect with us on humility in our own lives and in our 
community. Let this be a time of great service to others and of setting aside 
our differences, offenses, agendas, the need to prove something or to be 
right - for the betterment of our community. 

To help guide you, we’ve created an “Advent Calendar” with daily inspira-
tion, suggested acts of kindness and, if you’re comfortable, a prayer around 
which our community can unite. Let’s inspire positive change in our com-
munity and in our hearts and others’ this Christmas season.

Won’t you join us?

Pastor Shari Luebbert
tapestry-church.org
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Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 Days until Christmas: 23

Heavenly Father, We pray that hope would increase in Elko New 
Market this Christmas season. May discouragement and nega-
tivity be silenced and love and encouragement flourish.

Ask someone about their dreams. Listen for ways you can help 
make those dreams possible, through introductions to other 
people or providing feedback.

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a dream fulfilled is a 
tree of life. 
      Proverbs 13:12



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Monday, December 3, 2018 Days until Christmas: 22

Heavenly Father, Please bless the small businesses in Elko New 
Market. Fulfill the business owners’ dreams of success. 

Purchase a gift from an Elko New Market business, whether a 
retail business or a home-based business, or hire a local service 
provider to complete a task at your home. 

Humility is attentive patience. 
Simone Weil



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Tuesday, December 4, 2018

Heavenly Father, We pray for those in our community who may 
be lacking this holiday season. May you bless them with all they 
need and more, and may they be touched by the kindness and 
generosity of their neighbors. 

Donate cash to the ENM’s Shop with a Cop through the Cham-
ber of Commerce’s website (enmchamber.org).

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time 
we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. Therefore, 
whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to every-
one...

Galatians 6:9-10

Days until Christmas: 21



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018

Heavenly Father, Please bless the work of the nonprofit orga-
nizations and schools in our community. Guide them in their 
decisions and encourage them in their work. 

Donate new or gently used toys to New Market Bank’s collection 
for the Toy Corner. 

There are two things that men should never weary of, goodness 
and humility; we get none too much of them in this rough world 
among cold, proud people.

Robert Louis Stevenson

Days until Christmas: 20



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 Days until Christmas: 19

Heavenly Father, Help me to see the ways in which my pride 
may interfere with my relationships and with me being a better 
person. Show me how to encourage others today.

We can learn, by humility and by practice, to draw sweetness 
from any situation.

Point out to someone a quality you appreciate in him or her.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Friday, December 7, 2018 Days until Christmas: 18

Heavenly Father, Elko New Market is a small community and 
yet many people may be lonely and lack true friendship. We 
pray you would cause connections to happen and that neigh-
bors would set aside their busyness to invest in another.

Humility is the only soil in which the graces root. The lack of 
humility is the sufficient explanation of every defect and failure.

 Andrew Murray

Pay for the order of a stranger at Firefly Coffee or Fish Rock.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Saturday, December 8, 2018 Days until Christmas: 17

Heavenly Father, I ask you to encourage [INDIVIDUAL’S NAME] 
today. May [HE/SHE] experience friendship, love and hope that 
break through the worries and challenges of the day.

Humility is throwing oneself away in complete concentration on 
something or someone else.

Madeleine L’Engle

Write a note, email or text of encouragement to someone who 
could use hope today.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Sunday, December 9, 2018 Days until Christmas: 16

Heavenly Father, I don’t always see eye to eye with everyone in 
my life. But, like me, others are entitled to their opinions shaped 
by their personal beliefs and convictions. Help me to accept 
people with whom I disagree and be respectful in spite of our 
differences.

Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, mak-
ing allowance for each other’s faults because of your love.

 Ephesians 4:2

Apologize to someone with whom you may have a disagree-
ment.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Monday, December 10, 2018 Days until Christmas: 15

Heavenly Father, We pray you would grant our City leaders wis-
dom in their work and guide them in the decisions they make on 
behalf of this community and its residents each day. May resi-
dents be respectful towards our elected officials and City staff.

Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone 
who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. 

Colossians 3:13

Refuse to take offense when someone upsets you or seemingly 
wrongs you. Yes, even when someone cuts in front of you on the 
road or in line at a store. Smile and wish them a Merry Christ-
mas instead. 



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 Days until Christmas: 14

Admit to someone a time when you were wrong.

Heavenly Father, I am not always right. I make mistakes. Help 
me to recognize when I’m wrong and humbly admit it. Help me 
to grow in humility and wisdom through my mistakes.

But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted. 

Matthew 23:12



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Wednesday, December 12, 2018 Days until Christmas: 13

Heavenly Father, Social media can be a force for good and harm. 
We pray that our community would use it to encourage one 
another and to build and strengthen friendships. Help us to use 
it respectfully even in situations of disagreement.

The sledgehammer of humility can defeat powerful foes.

Refrain from posting negative comments or a negative review on 
social media.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Thursday, December 13, 2018 Days until Christmas: 12

Heavenly Father, Please bless those who are serving or who 
have served in our country’s military. For those currently serving, 
please keep them safe from harm as they protect our country.

Humility is becoming a lost art, but it’s not difficult to practice. 
It means that you realize that others have been involved in your 
success. 

Harvey Mackay

Bless a military family in your neighborhood with a note of thanks 
and a gift card.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Friday, December 14, 2018 Days until Christmas: 11

Heavenly Father, We pray that Elko New Market would be a 
community that welcomes all, where newcomers will be accept-
ed and encouraged, and kids would not be bullied. 

Hatred is like an acid. It can do more damage to the vessel in 
which it is stored than to the object on which it is poured. 

Find someone who is very different from you and ask them to 
coffee. Ask them their story, and begin to build a friendship.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Saturday, December 15, 2018 Days until Christmas: 10

Heavenly Father, We pray protection over our community’s first 
responders. Keep them safe in their work and give them wisdom 
and composure as they respond to emergencies.

Deceit fills hearts that are plotting evil; joy fills hearts that are 
planning peace! 

Proverbs 12:20

Write a thank you note to our law enforcement officers and first 
responders.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Sunday, December 16, 2018 Days until Christmas: 9

Offer to shop for someone who may be homebound due to ill-
ness, age or injury.

Holy humility confounds pride and all the men of this world and 
all things that are in the world.

Francis of Assisi

Heavenly Father, Use me to bring joy to others this Christmas 
season. Help me to see how even the smallest gesture - a smile, 
a compliment, a cup of coffee - can change the trajectory of the 
day for others and me.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Monday, December 17, 2018 Days until Christmas: 8

Heavenly Father, The Christmas season should be a time of joy 
and celebration. We pray encouragement over those who may 
be sad, lonely or crabby because of circumstances surrounding 
this season. Bring joy to their lives today, Lord.

Go forth into the busy world and love it. Interest yourself in its 
life; mingle kindly with its joys and sorrows. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Help a neighbor or a senior decorate their home for Christmas.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 Days until Christmas: 7

Heavenly Father, May Elko New Market be a place of great joy 
this Christmas season. May laughter, love and friendship over-
flow in our schools, our businesses and in our neighborhoods.

The proud rarely sing – but the humble can’t sing enough. 

Download your favorite holiday songs. Sing them loudly as you 
cook, clean, drive.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Wednesday, December 19, 2018 Days until Christmas: 6

Heavenly Father, Help me to choose joyfulness today and every 
day, even if or when conversations or events may not go as I had 
hoped or intended.

I helped those without hope, and they blessed me. And I caused 
the widows’ hearts to sing for joy. 

Job 29:13

Pay a visit to someone who may be sick, elderly or homebound.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 Days until Christmas: 5

Heavenly Father, Life is busy for everyone but may it not be so 
busy that we miss connection and friendship. Help me to prior-
itize relationships over possessions and to-do lists, especially in 
this holiday season.

Christmas day is a day of joy and charity. May God make you 
very rich in both. 

Phillips Brooks

Babysit a newborn so the parents can get errands done or just 
catch up on rest.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Friday, December 21, 2018 Days until Christmas: 4

Heavenly Father, Thank you for the traditions that have been 
passed down through generations and the new ones being 
formed today. Thank you for the memories of past Christmases  
with loved ones.

Perhaps most important, being in a state of joy is a learned skill, 
not an innate ability.

Donald Altman

Prepare a favorite holiday recipe with someone you love.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Saturday, December 22, 2018 Days until Christmas: 3

Heavenly Father, Thank you for neighbors. Please bless them 
with love, good health and safety. Help us all to extend kindness 
to one another, especially those who may be new to our commu-
nity.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 

Philippians 2:3-4

Host a neighborhood gathering and invite your newest neigh-
bors you have yet to meet.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Sunday, December 23, 2018 Days until Christmas: 2

Heavenly Father, People come and go in our lives, with some 
forever changing us. I pray blessings over [PERSON], someone 
I’ve not talked to in some time but think about often. Thank you 
for causing our paths to cross and for the memories we share.

Pride makes us artificial and humility makes us real. 
Thomas Merton

Contact a neighbor you’ve not talked to in some time to 
wish them a Merry Christmas.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Monday, December 24, 2018 Days until Christmas: 1

Heavenly Father, As we celebrate Christmas, may you give us a 
fresh perspective on the story of Christ’s birth. Help us recognize 
his humility and grace, which serve as an example for us.

And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross. 

Philippians 2:8

Read the Christmas story in Luke 2 with your family. Reflect on 
the humility of Christ’s birth and how as a king he shared more 
in common with the poor than the rich and powerful. Luke 2 is 
included on the back inside cover of this Advent Calendar.



Thought:
 

Action: 

Prayer: 

Tuesday, December 25, 2018 Days until Christmas: 0

Heavenly Father, Thank you for your son, Jesus Christ, who 
changed the world through his birth and continues to change 
lives today. As we attempt to model our lives after him, may we 
love others fully and with complete humility.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsel-
or, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6

Has a small act by another changed your life for good? Write or 
call that person with a word of thanks.





The Birth of Jesus from Luke 2:1-20 (New Living Translation)

At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, decreed that a census should 
be taken throughout the Roman Empire. (This was the first census taken 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.)  All returned to their own ancestral 
towns to register for this census. And because Joseph was a descendant 
of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. 
He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in Galilee. He took with 
him Mary, to whom he was engaged, who was now expecting a child.

And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She 
gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them.
 
That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding 
their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among 
them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were 
terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring 
you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the 
Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 
And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby wrapped 
snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of 
heaven—praising God and saying, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and 
peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each oth-
er, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has told us about.”

They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the 
baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone 
what had happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. 
All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all 
these things in her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds 
went back to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.


